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(54) Name of the Invention Polishing device and the Process 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Issue] To offer a polishing device and process which can prevent the excess and deficiency of grinding 
quantity in the fringe parts of the object to be polished such that a pressure ring can impart an optimum 
thrust to an abrasive cloth, depending on the object to be polished or the grinding conditions. 
[Means to solve the problem] In a polishing device which gives a smooth and minor finished surface 
having a turntable 5 with abrasive cloth 6 applied on its upper surface and top ring 1, a semiconductor 
wafer 4 is polished by placing it between the turntable 5 and the top ring 1 and by applying pressure of a 
fixed power, and a pressure applying ring 3 is arranged allowing free vertical motion around the top ring 1 
which has a concave part where the semiconductor wafer 4 is accommodated, and a tool to apply pressure 
to the grinding cloth 6 is installed on the pressure ring 3, and the thrust of the pressure tool is adjustable. 
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[Scope of Patent Claims] 

[Claim 1] A polishing device, characterized as a device, which gives a smooth and mirror finished surface, 
having a turntable 5 with abrasive cloth 6 applied on its upper surface and top ring 1, a semiconductor 
wafer 4 is polished by placing it between the turntable 5 and the top ring 1 and by applying pressure of a 
fixed power, and a pressure applying ring 3 is arranged allowing free vertical motion around the top ring 1 
which has a concave part where the semiconductor wafer 4 is accommodated, and a tool to apply pressure 
to the grinding cloth 6 is installed on the pressure ring 3, and the thrust of the pressure tool is adjustable. 

[Claim 2] A polishing device described in Claim 1 characterized by the fact that the thrust which is 
imparted by the abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished and the thrust which is imparted by 
the abovementioned pressure ring on the grinding cloth respectively can be changed independently. 

[Claim 3] A polishing device described in Claim 1 characterized by the fact that the thrust, which is 
imparted by the abovementioned pressure ring on the grinding cloth, is dependent on the thrust which is 
imparted by the abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished. 

[Claim 4] A polishing device described in Claim 3 characterized by the fact that the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned pressure ring on the grinding cloth can be made the same as the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished, so that the grinding quantity of the fringe parts and 
the grinding quantity of the internal parts of the object to be polished are the same. 

[Claim 5] A polishing device described in Claim 3 characterized by the fact that the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned pressure ring on the grinding cloth can be made less than the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished so that the grinding quantity of the fringe parts is 
greater than the grinding quantity of the internal parts of the object to be polished. 

[Claim 6] A polishing device described in Claim 3 characterized by the fact that the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned pressure ring on the grinding cloth can be made greater than the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned top ring, on the object to be polished so that the grinding quantity of the fringe parts is less 
than the grinding quantity of the internal parts of the object to be polished. 

[Claim 7] A polishing device described in either of the Claims 1 - 6 characterized by the fact that the 
abovementioned top ring, consists of a top ring main body, which holds the upper surface of the object to 
be polished and a detachable ring material mounted on the external part of this top ring main body, which 
maintains the external part of the object to be polished and the concave part where the abovementioned 
object to be polished is accommodated, which is formed by the underside of the main body of the 
abovementioned top ring and the internal periphery of the abovementioned ring material. 
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[Claim 8) A polishing device described in either of the Claims 1 - 7 characterized by the fact that the 
pressure applying tool of the abovementioned pressure ring consists of a hydrostatic pressure cylinder. 

[Claim 9] A polishing device described in Claim 8, characterized by the fact that the abovementioned 
hydrostatic pressure cylinder is fixed on the top ring head, which supports the top ring. 

[Claim 10] A polishing device described in Claim 8, characterized by the fact that the abovementioned 
hydrostatic pressure cylinder is fixed to the top ring. 

[Claim 11] A polishing device described in Claim 1 characterized by the fact that the abovementioned 
pressure ring is configured irrotationally against its own axis line. 

[Claim 12] A polishing method in which the object to be polished is given a smooth and mirror finished 
surface by means of a device having a turntable with an abrasive cloth applied on the upper surface and a 
top ring, and the object to be polished is placed between the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and 
a fixed power pressure is applied, and the pressure ring is arranged allowing free vertical motion around the 
top ring which has a concave part where the abovementioned object to be polished is accommodated, and 
the periphery of the grinding cloth comes in contact with the object to be polished as the pressure is applied 
with the pressure ring as a fixed thrust depending on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Claim 13] The polishing method described in Claim 12, characterized by the fact that the thrust imparted 
by the abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished, and the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned pressure ring on the abrasion cloth can be changed independently. 

[Claim 14] The polishing method described in Claim 12 characterized by the fact that by making the thrust 
imparted by the abovementioned pressure ring on the abrasion cloth the same as the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished, the fringe parts of the abovementioned object to be 
polished are equally as polished as the internal parts. 

(Claim 15] The polishing method described in Claim 12 characterized by the fact that by keeping the 
thrust imparted by the abovementioned pressure ring on the abrasion cloth less than the thrust imparted by 
the abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished, the fringe parts of the object to be polished are 
more polished than the internal parts. 

[Claim 16] The polishing method described in Claim 12 characterized by the fact that by keeping the thrust 
imparted by the abovementioned pressure ring on the abrasion cloth greater than the thrust imparted by the 
abovementioned top ring on the object to be polished, the fringe parts of the object to be polished are less 
polished than the internal parts. 

[Claim 17] A manufacturing method for a semiconductor characterized by the fact that a semiconductor 
wafer is placed between the turntable and the top ring for purposes of polishing the semiconductor wafer by 
applying a fixed thrust, and [the manufacturing method] has a pressure ring arrangment allowing free 
vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring, which has a concave part which accommodates the 
semiconductor wafer and the circumference of the abrasive cloth which comes in contact with the 
semiconductor wafer polishes while pressuring with a fixed thrust based on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Detailed explanation of the invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the invention] 

This invention concerns a polishing device and method which gives a smooth and mirror polished surface 
to objects to be polished, such as semiconductor wafers, etc., and is especially concerned with a polishing 
device and method having a mechanism which controls the extent to which the fringe parts of an object are 
polished. 
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[0002] 

[Conventional Technology] 

Recently, along with the advances in the high integration of semiconductor devices, the wiring of the 
circuit is also being miniaturized, and the distance between wiring is also becoming narrower. Especially, 
when the width of the line is an optical lithography of less than 0.5^im, since the allowed depth of the focus 
becomes shallow, an even level of the stepper image plane is needed. At that point,the surface of the 
semiconductor wafer must be smoothed, and polishing by a polishing device is one method for making it 
smooth. 

[0003] 

In the past, this kind of polishing device had a turntable and a top ring. The top ring imparted an even 
pressure on the turntable, and the object to be polished was placed between the turntable and the top ring. 
The surface of this object to be polished was made into a smooth and mirror finished surface by supplying a 
polishing liquid. 

[0004] 

In the abovementioned polishing device, the semiconductor wafer buildup area of the top ring had 
flexibility. For instance, a flexible mat, such as polyurethane, was applied. Experiments in which a uniform 
thrust was applied by the top ring to the object to be polished were performed. The purpose was to facilitate 
the polishing of the semiconductor wafer, partially by making the thrust uniform, and to improve the 
smoothness of the object to be polished. 

[0005] 

Figure 14 shows the principal parts of a conventional polishing device. The polishing device is equipped 
with a rotating turntable 41, and an abrasive cloth 42 is applied on its upper surface. A top ring 45 holds the 
semiconductor wafer 43, which is the object to be polished, which can be rotated and pressurized .The 
polishing liquid supply nozzle 48 supplies the polishing liquid Q to the abrasive cloth 42. A top ring 45 is 
connected to the top ring shaft 49. Moreover, the top ring 45 is equipped with a flexible mat 47, such as 
polyurethane, on its under side, and [such ring] holds semiconductor wafer 43, which is put on the flexible 
mat. In addition, the top ring 45 is equipped with a cylindrical-shaped guide ring 46 in the outer fringe part 
so that the semiconductor wafer 43 will not detach from the under side of the top ring 45 while being 
polished. Here, the guide ring 46 is fixed with top ring 45 and the edge surface of this is formed to project 
from a buildup area of the top ring 45 and holds the semiconductor 43, which is the object to be polished in 
the buildup area. The top ring does not fall out during the polishing process due to the fractional force from 
the abrasive cloth 42. 

[0006] 

A semiconductor wafer 43 is held on the under side of the flexible mat 47 under the top ring 45 and 
polishing is performed when the semiconductor wafer 43 is pressed by the top ring 45 to the abrasive cloth 
42 on the turntable 4 1 , and the turntable 4 1 and top ring 45 are rotated and the abrasive cloth 42 and 
semiconductor wafer 43 are moved relatively. At this time, polishing liquid Q is supplied from the 
polishing liquid supply nozzle 48 to the abrasive cloth 42. The polishing powder, for instance, consists of 
corpuscle in an alkali solution. Using this suspended powder, the semiconductor wafer is polished by a 
chemical polishing action with the alkali compound action and a mechanical polishing action using the 
polishing powder. 

[0007] 

Figure 15 is an enlarged sectional figure showing the semiconductor wafer at the time of polishing, the 
position of the abrasive cloth and the flexible mat. The fringe part of the semiconductor wafer 43, which is 
the object to be polished as shown in Figure 1 5, is the boundary of contact/non-contact with the abrasive 
cloth 42, and simultaneously, it is the boundary of contact/non-contact with the flexible mat. Therefore, the 
polishing pressure, which joins the object to be polished, is not uniform on the fringe parts of the object to 
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be polished, which is within these boundaries. Only the fringe parts of the objects to be polished were 
polished, and there was a problem of "edge sag". 

[0008] 

Figure 16 is a graph of two relations. First, the relation between a radial position, obtained by the finite 
element method, for a six-inch semiconductor wafer onto which a coated layer, such as Si0 2 is formed, and 
the polishing pressure, and second, the relation between film thickness and the radial position. The white 
circles in the figure shows the calculated value of the polishing pressure (gf/cm 2 ) obtained by the finite 
element method, and the black circles in the figure show the measured value of the film thickness after 
polishing. The polishing pressure obtained by the calculation is not uniform in the fringe part (70 -74 mm) 
of the semiconductor wafer. According to this, the film thickness is not uniform in the fringe part (70-73.5 
mm) of the semiconductor wafer. And, it is clear from the measurement value of the film thickness that the 
fringe part of the semiconductor wafer is over polished causing edge sagging. 

[0009] 

A guide ring is composed by means of a ring weight, in order to prevent edge sagging in the 
abovementioned semiconductor wafer. A configuration is employed (for example patent publication 
no.l 980-1 57473) wherein the guide ring can move vertically between the top ring and the structure in 
which the abrasive cloth is pressed depending on the weight of the guide ring. Moreover, a configuration is 
employed (for example patent publication no. 1983-10193) wherein a spring is installed between the top 
ring and the guide ring, and depending on the power of the spring the guide ring is pressed on the abrasive 
cloth. 

10010] 

[Problems that the invention is to solve] 

In the structure in which the polishing cloth is pressed depending on the abovementioned weight of the 
conventional pressure ring, the object to be polished and the polishing conditions, even if there is a change 
in thrust on the top ring [that is] pressed on the abrasive cloth, which [in turn] presses on the semiconductor 
wafer which is the object to be polished, the thrust which presses the guide ring onto the abrasive cloth is 
constant and cannot be changed. Because of this, there are cases in which the thrust on the abrasive cloth of 
the guide ring might be too low and too high compared to. that of the top ring. Hence, there was a problem 
that only fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer were polished, with little polishing. 

[0011] 

Moreover, in the structure in which the guide ring applies pressure on the abrasive cloth by means of the 
abovementioned spring power, the thrust is determined by the spring used and as mentioned above, even if 
there is a change in the thrust on the top ring that presses on the abrasive cloth, which [in turn] presses on 
the semiconductor wafer which is the object to be polished, the thrust which presses the guide ring onto the 
abrasive cloth is constant and cannot be changed. Because of this, there are cases where the thrust on the 
abrasive cloth of the guide ring might be too low and too high compared to that of the top ring. Hence, 
there was a problem that only fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer were polished, with little polishing. 



[0012] 

Considering the abovementioned circumstances, this invention aims to provide a polishing device and a 
method by which polishing with a high level of smoothness is achieved by installing a pressure ring on the 
circumference of the top ring. The pressure ring then imparts an optimal thrust on the abrasive cloth 
depending on the object to be polished and the polishing conditions and thus prevent excess and deficient 
polishing of the fringe parts of the object to be polished. 

[0013] 

Moreover, as there is a request to either increase or decrease the polishing of the fringe parts of the object 
to be polished compared with the interior [of such object], depending on the objects to be polished, such as 
semiconductor wafers, this invention aims to offer a polishing device and a method by which the extent to 
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which the fringe parts of the object to be polished can be intentionally increased or decreased to respond to 
this request. 

[0014] 

[Means of solving the problems) 

To achieve the abovementioned goals, the polishing device of this invention is characterized by changes in 
the thrust of the pressure means. This polishing device has a turntable on which an abrasive cloth is applied 
and a top ring. The object to be polished is put between the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and 
the object to be polished is polished by fixed power pressure. In this polishing device, which gives a 
smooth and mirror finished surface, the pressure ring is arranged allowing free vertical motion on the 
circumference of the top ring that has the concave part where the abovementioned object to be polished is 
accommodated. The above mentioned pressure ring is installed with a pressure tool to pressurize the 
abrasive cloth. 

[0015] 

Moreover, the polishing method according to this invention has a turntable on which an abrasive cloth is 
applied on the upper surface and a top ring. The object to be polished is put between the abovementioned 
turntable and the top ring, and the fixed power pressure polishes the object to be polished. A pressure ring 
is arranged allowing free vertical motion, at the periphery of the top ring, [which ring] has a concave part 
where the abovementioned object to be polished is accommodated, and the polishing method gives a 
smooth and the mirror finished surface. This polishing method is characterized by the polishing in the 
circumference of the abrasive cloth, which comes in contact with the object to be polished, and the thrust of 
the pressure ring which is determined by the top ring thrust. 

[0016] 

Figure 1 shows the fundamental concepts of this invention. In figure 1, number 1 is the top ring. The top 
ring 1 has a concave part la where the semiconductor wafer 4, which is the object to be polished, is 
accommodated. The flexible mat 2 is applied under top ring 1 . Moreover, the pressure ring 3 is arranged in 
the outer part of the top ring 1 . This pressure ring 3 comes free in the vertical direction from the top ring 1 . 

[0017] 

In the abovementioned structure, the top ring 1 adjusts the thrust F, (pressure and gf/cnr for each unit area) 
that presses the semiconductor wafer 4, which is the object to be polished, onto the abrasive cloth 6 on the 
turntable 5. Moreover, pressure ring 3 adjusts thrust F 2 (Pressure and gf/cm 2 for each unit area) which 
presses the abrasive cloth 6. In addition, thrust F, and F 2 can each be adjusted independently. Therefore, 
pressure ring 3 can change the thrust F 2s which pressurizes the abrasive cloth 6, and the turntable 1 can 
change the semiconductor wafer 4 according to the thrust F] which pressurizes the abrasive cloth 6. 

10018] 

In this case, theoretically, if the thrust F] applied by the top ring 1 , which presses the semiconductor wafer 
4 on the abrasive cloth 6, is equal to the thrust F 2 , which is applied by the pressure ring 3 on the abrasive 
cloth 6, the polishing from the center part to the fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer 4, which is the 
object to be polished, will become uniform and additionally the distribution of the polishing pressure up to 
the outer periphery of the pressure ring, which is on the outer side of the semiconductor wafer 4, will 
become continuous and uniform. Therefore, excess and deficient polishing of the fringe parts of the 
semiconductor wafer 4, which is the object to be polished, can be prevented. 

[0019] 

Figure 2 is a pattern diagram of a case in which the relationship between the thrust F h which presses the 
semiconductor by the top ring 1 on the abrasive cloth 6, and the thrust F 2 , which is applied by the pressure 
ring 3 on the abrasive cloth 6, is changed. Figure 2(a) indicates Fj > F 2 . Figure 2(b) indicates T } = F 2 . 
Figure 2(C) indicates Fj < F 2 . As shown in Figure 2(a), (b), and (c), when the thrust F 2 is added to the 
pressure ring 3, the abrasive cloth 6 is compressed. The contact status of the abrasive cloth 6 to the fringe 
parts of semiconductor wafer 4 change. Therefore, according to the change in the relationship between F] 
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and F 2 the polishing pressure distribution in the interior and the fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer 4 
can be changed. 

[0020] 

As is clear from Figure 2, when F, > F 2 , the polishing pressure on the fringe parts of the semiconductor 
wafer 4 increase more than the pressure on the interior. Polishing quantity of the semiconductor wafer 4 
fringe parts can be increased in comparison to the polishing quantity of the internal part. When Fr= F 2 , the 
distribution of the polishing pressure from the fringe parts to the center part of the semiconductor wafer 4, 
and the distribution of the polishing pressure to the outer part of the pressure ring, become continuous and 
uniform. Uniform polishing quantity is obtained from the center part to the fringe part of the semiconductor 
wafer 4. When Fi < F 2 , the polishing pressure of the semiconductor wafer 4 fringe parts is lower than the 
interior pressure, and the polishing of the fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer 4 can be decreased in 
comparison to the polishing quantity of the interior. 

[0021] 

Figure 3 is a graph, which indicates the experiment results when the semiconductor wafer is polished on the 
basis of the fundamental concepts of this invention. The semiconductor wafer used was eight inches. 
Depending on the top ring, the thrust (polishing pressure) that joins the semiconductor wafer was fixed at 
400gf/cm 2 , the thrust of the pressure ring varied between 600 - 200gf/cm 2 . Figure 3(a) is the pressure ring 
thrust of 600gf/cm 2 , Figure3(b) is same thrust of 500gf/cm 2 , Figure 3(c) is same thrust of 400gf/cm2, 
Figure 3(d) is the same thrust of 300gf7cm 2 and Figure 3(e) is the same thrust of 200gf/cm 2 . In each figure, 
the horizontal axis indicates the distance (m) from the center of the semiconductor wafer, and the vertical 
axis indicates the polishing quantity (angstrom). 

[0022] It is clearly understood from Figure 3, that the amount of polishing at the radial direction position of 
the semiconductor wafer is influenced by the changes in the thrust of the pressure ring. In other words, 
when the thrust of the pressure is 200 - 300gf/cm 2 (as in Figure 3(d), Figure 3(e)), the edge sag is caused in 
the fringe parts of the semiconductor wafer. Similarly, when the thrust is 400 - 500gf/cm 2 (as in Figure 3(b); 
Figure 3(c)), edge sag in the fringe part of the semiconductor wafer is less. Furthermore, when the thrust is 
600gf/cm 2 (as in Figure 3(a)), a polishing shortage is caused in the fringe part of the semiconductor wafer. 

[0023] As mentioned above, the result of the experiment was that the thrust of the pressure ring changed 
independently of the thrust of the top ring. By this, it was ensured that excess and deficient polishing could 
be adjusted in the fringe part of the object to be polished. Theoretically, when the thrust of the pressure ring 
is equal to the thrust of the top ring, the result of polishing of the fringe part of the object to be polished is 
sure to improve. However, because [the theory of this invention] cannot be generalized due to the object to 
be polished or the polishing conditions, based on the thrust of the top ring, the optimum value of thrust of 
the pressure ring is selected. 

[0024] Moreover, depending on the object to be polished, the semiconductor wafer etc., because there is a 
request to intentionally increase, or on the contrary decrease, the quantity of polishing on the interior of the 
fringe part of the object to be polished, the optimum value of thrust of the pressure ring is selected based on 
the thrust of the top ring. By doing so, the amount of polishing in the fringe part of the object to be polished 
can be intentionally increased or decreased, as desired. 

[0025] Furthermore, according to this invention, as the top ring has a concave portion which accommodates 
the object to be polished, when the pressure ring moves up and down against the top ring, the outer side of 
the object to be polished does not get scrubbed. Therefore, while polishing the object to be polished, any 
influence on polishing performance caused by the vertical motion of the pressure ring can be avoided. 

[0026] 

[Working Example] Below, a working example of the polishing device and the method in this invention is 
explained referring to Figures 4 and 5. Figure 4 is a sectional view, showing the entire structure of 
polishing device, while Figure 5 is a sectional view showing the relevant structure of the polishing device. 
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Figure 6 is an enlarged view of the parts of the top ring and pressure ring. In Figures 4 and 5, number l is a 
top ring, and below the top ring a flexible mat 2 is applied. Moreover, pressure ring 3 is aligned on the 
outer surface of the top ring 1. Moreover, the turntable 5. with an abrasive cloth applied on the upper- 
surface, is installed below the top ring 1 . 

|0027] The abovementioned top ring 1 is connected with top ring shaft 8 through ball 7. This top ring shaft 
8 is connected to the air cylinder 10 for use with a top ring. Fixed on the top ring 9, the top ring shaft 8 
moves up and down with this air cylinder 1 0, for use with a top ring. In addition, the semiconductor wafer 4, 
maintained at the under side of the top ring 1 , is pressed on turntable 5. 

[0028] Moreover, the top ring shaft 8 is connected to the rotary tube 1 1 through a key (not shown in the 
figure). This rotary cylinder 1 1 has a timing pulley 12 on the outer part. The timing pulley 12 is connected 
to the timing pulley 15, which is installed on the motor 14 for use with the top ring through timing belt 13, 
fixed on the top ring head 9. Therefore, by activating motor 14 for use with the top ring in a rotary manner, 
through timing pulley 15, timing pulley 13 and timing pulley 12, rotary tube 1 1 and top ring shaft 8 are 
rotated at once, and top ring 1 starts rotating. Top ring head 9 is supported by top ring head shaft 16, which 
is supported by the fixed frame (not shown in the figure). 

[0029] Pressure ring 3 is connected to top ring 1 through key 18. The pressure ring 3 moves up and down 
freely against the top ring 1 . Along with this movement, it is possible to rotate top ring 3 along with top 
ring 1 as one. And, pressure ring 3 is connected to air cylinder 22, for use with the pressure ring, through 
maintained bearing pressure foot 20 and shaft 21. Air cylinder 22, for use with the pressure ring, is fixed on 
the top ring head 9. Multiple air cylinders 22, for use with the pressure ring, are set (three of these in 
working example) on the circumference. 

[0030] Air cylinder 1 0, for use with the top ring, and air cylinder 22, for use with the pressure ring, are 
connected to compressed air source 24 through regulators Rl and R2 respectively. And, the compressed air 
supply to air cylinder 1 0, for use with the top ring, is regulated through regulator R. By such a regulation 
of compressed air, the top ring 1 can regulate the thrust of the semiconductor wafer that presses the 
abrasive cloth 6. The compressed air supply to air cylinder 22, for use with the pressure ring, is regulated 
through regulator R2. By such a regulation of compressed air, the pressure ring 3 can regulate the thrust 
which presses the abrasive cloth 6. Regulators Rl and R2 are controlled independently by the controller 
which is not shown in the figure. 

[0031] Moreover, above the turntable 5, the polishing liquid supply nozzle 25 is set up. And by this 
polishing liquid supply nozzle, the polishing liquid Q is supplied to the abrasive cloth on the turntable 5. 

[0032] Figure 6 is a detail drawing showing the structure of the top ring 1 and the pressure ring 3. As 
shown in Figure 6, the outer end part of top ring 1 has an under hanging part Is, and the concave portion 1 a, 
which accommodates the semi conductor wafer 4, is formed by the under hanging part 1 s and the under 
surface of the top ring. 

[0033] In the above mentioned polishing structure, the semiconductor wafer 4 is maintained in the under 
surface of top ring 1, air cylinder 10, for use with the top ring, is operated, and top ring 3 is pressed in the 
direction of turntable 5. Hence, the semiconductor wafer 4 is pressed onto the abrasive cloth 6 of the upper 
surface of rotating turntable 5. Meanwhile, by letting out the polishing liquid Q from the liquid supplying 
nozzle, the polishing liquid Q is conserved on the abrasive cloth, the semiconductor's polished surface 
(under surface) is polished with the existing polishing liquid Q. 

[0034] According to the pressure of top ring 1 from the air cylinder 1 0, for use with the top ring, pressure to 
the abrasive cloth 6 by pressure ring 3 from air cylinder 22, for use with the pressure ring,, is suitably 
adjusted, and then, the semiconductor wafer 4 is polished. While polishing, pressure F ]5 by which the top 
ring presses the semiconductor wafer 4 onto the abrasive cloth 6 of the turntable 5, can be changed by the 
regulator Rl . Pressure F 2 , by which the pressure ring 3 presses the abrasive cloth 6, can be changed by 
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regulator R2 (refer to figure l). Therefore, while polishing, the pressure F 2 > by which the pressure ring 3 
presses the abrasive cloth 6, can be changed in response to pressure F h by which the top ring 1 presses the 
semiconductor wafer 4 onto the abrasive cloth 6. Distribution of polishing and pressure, from the center 
part of the semiconductor wafer 4, to the fringe, and further to the periphery of pressure ring 3, which is on 
outer side of the semiconductor wafer 4 becomes continuous and uniform by properly adjusting the 
pressure F 2 in response to pressure T } . Therefore, excess and deficient polishing of the rim part of 
semiconductor wafer 4 can be prevented. 

[0035] 

Moreover, if the polishing quantity of the interior of the semiconductor wafer 4 is to be intentionally 
increased or decreased in comparison to the fringe parts, the polishing quantity of the semiconductor wafer 
4 rim part can be increased or decreased by selecting the optimal value based on the force Fi exerted on the 
top ring and the force F 2 exerted on the pressure ring. 

[0036] 

In this working example, as the top ring has a concave part 1 a which accommodates the semiconductor 
wafer 4, when the pressure ring 3 is moved up and down towards the top ring 1, there is no rubbing of the 
semiconductor wafer 4 periphery. Hence, while polishing the semiconductor wafer 4, the influence on the 
polishing efficiency caused by the up and down movement of pressure ring 3 can be avoided. 

[0037] 

Figure 7 shows working example 2 of this polishing device. In this working example, pressure ring 3, 
which is in the periphery of the top ring, is held by the pressure ring pressure foot 26, pressure ring pressure 
foot 26 is pressed by multiple rollers 27. The rollers 27 are attached to air cylinder 22, for use with the 
pressure ring, which is fixed to the top ring head 9 through shaft 28. The pressure ring 3 can rotate with the 
top ring 1 towards the top ring 1 by a vertical movement. This (pressure ring 3 can rotate with top ring 1) is 
similar to the working example shown in Figure 4 and figure 5. 

[0038] 

In this working example, while the top ring 1 is rotating, roller 27 is joined with the pressure ring press 26 
and rotates around its shaft center, and pressure ring 3 presses downward through pressure ring press 26 by 
means of roller 27. As a result, pressure ring 3 presses the abrasive cloth 6 by means of a fixed thrust. Other 
compositions are similar to the working example shown in Figures 4 and 5. Moreover, it is similar to the 
working example, the function of which is illustrated in Figures 4 and 5. As above, in the first working 
example and the second working example, it is installed around the top ring shaft 8 separately. Due to the 
transmission of thrust to the pressure ring through the material 21 and 28, without rotating with the top ring 
shaft 8, the thrust of the pressure ring cannot be changed, even during polishing while top ring is rotating. 

[0039] 

Figure 8 shows the third working example of the polishing device of this invention. In this working 
example, the pressure ring 3, which is on the outer part of the top ring 1, is connected to the air cylinder 3 1 
for use with the fixed pressure rings in top ring 1. The air cylinder 31, for use with the pressure ring, is 
connected to a compressed air source 24 through the communicating path 8a, the rotary joint 32, and the 
regulator R2 in the top ring shaft 8. 

[0040] 

Moreover, the air cylinder 10 for the top ring is connected to the compressed air source 24 through the 
regulator Rl as shown in the working example of Figure 4. Moreover, the regulators Rl and R2 are 
connected to a computing unit 33. 

[0041] 

In this working example, the semiconductor wafer 4 polishes by pressing the abrasive cloth by means of the 
thrust of the top ring 1 with the air cylinder 1 0 for use with the top ring. Moreover, the pressure ring 3 
presses on the abrasive cloth 6 by means of the air cylinder 3 1, for use with the pressure ring,. When the 
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pressure ring 3 presses on the abrasive cloth, the pressure ring 3 receives the reactive force and influences 
the thrust of the top ring 1 . Therefore, in this working example, the setup value of the thrust of the top ring 
1 and the thrust of the pressure ring 3 is input into the computing unit 33, and the air pressure given to the 
air cylinder 31, for use with the pressure ring, the air cylinder 10, for use with the top ring, is varied by 
means of the computing unit 33. After adjusting regulators Rl and R2, the air of a fixed air pressure is 
supplied to the air cylinder 31, for use with the pressure ring, and air cylinder 10, for use with the top ring, 
respectively. As a result, the desired value is obtained for the thrust of the top ring 1 and the thrust of the 
pressure ring 3 respectively. That is, the thrust of the top ring 1 and the thrust of the pressure ring 3 are not 
influenced by each other during polishing, and can be changed independently. Other configurations are 
similar to the working example shown in Figures 4 and 5. Moreover, the operating effect is also similar to 
that shown in Figures 4 and 5. Even in the 3rd working example, since the compressed air is supplied 
through the rotary joint, the thrust of the pressure ring can be changed even while the top ring is rotating 
during polishing. 

[0042] 

Figure 9 shows the 4th working example of the polishing device of this invention. In this working example, 
the pressure ring 3 in the outer part of the top ring 1 is connected to the air cylinder 35, for use with the 
pressure ring, through a shaft 34. The air cylinder 35 for the pressure ring is fixed on the top ring head 9. 
Multiple numbers of air cylinders 35, for use with pressure rings, are set on the circumference. 

[0043] 

Air cylinder 10, for use with the the top ring, and air cylinder 35, for use with the pressure ring, are 
connected to the compressed air source 24, through the regulators Rl and R2 respectively. And, the thrust 
applied to the abrasive cloth by means of the top ring pressing on the semiconductor wafer 4, can be 
regulated by adjusting the air pressure supplied to the air cylinder 10 for use with the the top ring, with the 
regulator Rl, and the thrust applied by the pressure ring by means of pressing the abrasive clothe can be 
regulated by adjusting the air pressure supplied to the air cylinder 35, for use with the pressure ring, with 
the regulator R2. 

[0044] 

In this working example, the means, such as keys, to transmit the rotation of the top ring 1 to the pressure 
ring 3 are not installed between the top ring 1 and the pressure ring 3. Therefore, during polishing, the top 
ring 1 rotates around the axis of the top ring shaft 8, but the pressure ring 3 is configured irrotationally 
against its own axis line. Therefore, since the turning effort of the top ring 1 is not transmitted to the 
pressure ring 3, the rotation load of the top ring shaft 8 is less, as compared to working examples 1 - 3. 
Moreover, since direct operation on the pressure ring 3 is possible by the air cylinder 35, for use with the 
pressure ring, which is fixed on the top ring head, the device structure becomes simple. Other 
configurations and the working effects are similar to the 1 st - 3 rd working examples as shown in Figures 4 - 
8. 

[0045] 

Figure 10 shows the transformation example of the top ring. A top ring 51 consists of a ring shaped 
material 54, which is fixed, and which can be detached using a bolt 53 in the under part of the outer side of 
the top ring main body 52, and top ring main body 52. The concave part 51, which accommodates the 
semiconductor wafer 4, is formed by using the under surface of the top ring main body 52 and the ring 
shaped material 54. And, the upper surface of semiconductor wafer 4 is maintained by the under surface of 
top ring main body 52. The ring shaped material maintains the outer side of the semiconductor wafer 4. The 
pressure ring 3 is installed where vertical motion is possible on the circumference of the top ring 51. 

[0046] 

Moreover, top ring main body 52 has an internal chamber 52a, containing a vacuum, and into which 
pressurized air and liquids, such as water, can be supplied. The top ring main body 52 has many lead 
(communicating) holes 52b, which open on the under side to communicate with the chamber 52a. The 
elasticity mat 2 also has openings 2a in the position, which correspond to the abovementioned lead holes 
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52b. As a result, the upper surface of semiconductor wafer 4 can be absorbed by the vacuum, and liquid or 
pressurized air can be supplied to the upper surface of the semiconductor wafer 4. 

[0047] 

According to this working example, the best material for the ring material 54 and the pressure ring 3 can be 
selected. The internal peripheral surface of the ring material 54 comes in contact with the semiconductor 
wafer 4, and since the bottom does not come in contact with the abrasive cloth 6, it can be selected from 
materials having comparatively soft surfaces, such as resins or metals whose surface is covered with resin. 
The reason is that the semiconductor wafer 4 might crack while polishing if a hard material is used. 

[0048] 

However, since the pressure ring 3 does not come in contact with the semiconductor wafer 4 but comes in 
contact with the abrasive cloth 6, its material can be selected from materials having high hardness and a 
high abrasion resistance, such as ceramic, etc. A pressure ring 3, which has less abrasion and whose 
frictional resistance with the abrasion cloth 6 is small, and whose abrasion powder does not have negative 
effects on the the semiconductor wafer 4 of the semiconducting device, is desirable. Since the pressure ring 
3 never comes in direct contact with the semiconductor wafer 4, as mentioned above, and as there is no 
restriction for its surface, the best material, which meets the abovementioned requirements, can be selected. 

[0049] 

Figure 1 1 shows the further transformation example of the top ring. Figure 1 1(a) is the cross sectional view, 
and Figure 1 1 (b) is the XI (b) view of Figure 1 1(a). In this working example, the top ring 61 has convexo- 
concave parts 61a all over the external and internal periphery. The pressure ring 63, installed on the 
circumference of the top ring 61 , has convexo-concave parts 63a on the internal periphery . And, the 
convexo-concave parts 61a of the top ring are mutually connected with the convexo-concave parts 63a of 
the pressure ring 63. The top ring 61 and the pressure ring 63 can generally be rotated. The under side of 
the outer part of the top ring 61 has an under hanging part 61s, suspended in the downward direction. A 
concave part 6 1 c is formed by this under hanging part 6 1 s, and the under side of the top ring 6 1 , where the 
semiconductor wafer 4 is accommodated. Moreover, the pressure ring 63 can have a vertical motion against 
the top ring 61 . According to this working example, even if the under hanging part 61s of the top ring 61 is 
thick, since the convexo-concave part 63 a of the pressure ring 63 can penetrate the internal under hanging 
part 61 s of the top ring 6 1 , it does not influence the thickness of the under hanging part 6 1 s and can press 
on the abrasive cloth 6. 

[0050] Figure 12 shows the relevant structure of the 5 th working example of the polishing device in this 
invention. It shows the concrete structure of the top ring and its peripheral devices. The top ring 71 consists 
of a ring shaped material 74, having a fixed L shaped section. This L shaped section can be detached from 
the top ring mainframe 72 with a bolt 73, which is present at the outer part of the under side of the top ring 
mainframe 72. The concave part 71a ,which accommodates the semi-conductor wafer 4, is formed using 
the ring shaped material 74 and the lower surface of top ring mainframe 72. The upper surface of the 
semiconductor wafer 4 is maintained by the under surface of the top ring mainframe 72, and outer part of 
the semiconductor wafer 4 is maintained by the ring shaped material 74. The pressure ring 75 is installed on 
the periphery of the abovementioned top ring mainframe 72 and the ring shaped material 74, in such a way 
that its up and down movement is possible. 

[0051] The pressure ring 75 is composed of the first pressure ring part material 75a 5 which comes in 
contact with the abrasive cloth 6, consisting of a resin material at the lowest position. The second pressure 
ring part material 75b has an L shaped section on the upper part of the first pressure ring part material 75a, 
and the third pressure ring part material 75c, on the upper part of the second pressure ring part material 75b. 
The first and second ring materials 75a and 75b are affixed together by a tape 75d. The second and third 
ring materials 75b and 75c are affixed together with a bolt 76. The pressure ring 75 is connected with a pin 
78, fixed to the top ring main frame 72 and rotates as one piece. 



[0052] 
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Moreover, a mounting flange 80, having a concave sphere 80a, is fixed to the main body 72 of the top ring. 
Meanwhile, a driving shaft flange 82, which maintains the material 81, having a concave sphere 81a, is 
fixed to the bottom of the top ring shaft 8. A ball bearing 83 is installed between both the abovementioned 
concave spheres 80a and 8 1 a. A gap 85 is formed between the main body 72 of the top ring and the 
mounting flange 80. A vacuum, pressurized air, and liquids such as water, can be supplied to this gap 85. 
The main body 72 has multiple lead (communicating) holes 72a, which lead to the gap 85, and open on the 
under side. The elasticity mat 2 also has an opening 2a in a position which corresponds similarly to the 
abovementioned lead holes 72a. As a result, the upper surface of the semiconductor wafer (not shown in the 
figure) can be absorbed by the vacuum, or, the liquid or the pressurized air can be supplied to the upper 
surface of the semiconductor wafer. 

[0053] 

In this working example, the pressure ring 75 has a cross-section roughly in the shape of an L, and extends 
towards the main body 72 of the top ring. Therefore, the contact area of the pressure ring 75, corresponding 
to the abrasive cloth 6, can be enlarged without enlarging the outer diameter of the pressure ring 75. Similar 
to the working example shown in Figure 7, the pressure ring applies pressure on the abrasive cloth 6 by 
means of a roller 27, which has a vertical motion by means of the air cylinder. The operational effect of this 
working example is same as the working examples shown in Figures 1-11. 

[0054] 

Figure 13 is an explanatory drawing that shows an example of a case in which the quantity of polishing of 
the fringe part of the object to be polished is intentionally smaller than the quantity of the interior. In the 
example shown in Figure 13, the semiconductor device is configured from a base material 36 composed of 
silicon, and an oxide film 37 on the base material 39, a metallic film 38 on the oxide film 37, and an oxide 
film 39 on the metallic film 38. Figure 13(a) shows the state before polishing and Figure 13(b) shows the 
state after polishing. After polishing, the metallic film 38 is exposed to the fringe part of the semiconductor 
device. When it is washed with a chemical solution after polishing, the chemical solution penetrates the 
metallic film 38. It is desirable to reduce the quantity of polishing of the fringe part compared to the interior 
side, and to keep a thick oxide film 39 on the fringe part so as to prevent the chemical solution from 
penetrating the metallic film 38. This invention is suitable for such requirements. 

[0055] 

In addition, though the abovementioned working example refers to the polishing of a semiconductor wafer, 
it can certainly be applied to polish glassware, liquid crystal plates or ceramic products. Moreover, though 
the air cylinder was described as the pressurizing tool for the top ring 1 and pressure ring 3, a liquid 
pressure cylinder is also acceptable. In addition, though mechanical means were described as the 
pressurizing means of the pressure ring, electrical means using the piezo element or electromagnetic force 
can also be used. 

10056] 

[Effects of the Invention] As explained above, according to the polishing device and the method of this 
invention, at the time of polishing, the non-uniform distribution of the thrust on the fringe part of the object 
to be polished is prevented, and the polishing pressure is made uniform over the entire surface of the object 
to be polished. It is possible to prevent excessive or deficient polishing on the fringe parts of the object to 
be polished. Therefore, all surfaces of the object to be polished can be polished to a smooth and a mirror 
finished surface. And, a polishing which is of a higher quality than the method using the semiconductor 
manufacturing process can be achieved. Moreover, because this product can even be supplied to the fringe 
parts of the semiconductor wafer, it also contributes to an improvement in the yield of semiconductor 
wafers. 

[0057] 

Also according to this invention, and in relation to the polishing of a semiconductor wafer, due to the 
intentional demand for greater or lesser polishing on the fringe as opposed to the interior of the object to be 
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polished, to answer this need, the amount of polishing on the fringe of the object to be polished can be 
intentionally made greater or lesser. 

[0058] 

Moreover according to this invention, due to the fact that the top ring has a depression which 
accommodates the object to be polished, when the pressure ring moves in a vertical direction against the 
top ring, there is no friction with the outer surface of the object to be polished. Hence, while polishing the 
object to be polished, any affect on polishing performance, due to the vertical motion of the pressure ring, 
can be avoided. 

[Brief explanation of drawings] 

[Figure 1] It is an explanatory drawing by which the basic concept of this invention is explained. 

[Figure 2] It is an explanatory drawing, which explains the behavior when the relation between the thrust of 

the top ring and the thrust of the pressure ring is changed. 

[Figure 3] It is a graph, which shows the results of the experiment when the semiconductor wafer is 
polished, based on the basic concept of this invention. 

[Figure 4] It is a sectional view, which shows the entire configuration of the 1st working example of the 
polishing device of this invention. 

[Figure 5] It is a cross sectional view which shows the main part configuration of the 1 st working example 
of the polishing device in this invention. 

[Figure 6] It is figure, which shows the details of the top ring and the pressure ring in the 1st working 
example of this invention. 

[Figure 7] It is a cross sectional view which shows the main part configuration of the 2 nd working example 
of the polishing device in this invention. 

[Figure 8] It is a cross sectional view which shows the main part configuration of the 3 rd working example 
of the polishing device in this invention. 

[Figure 9] It is a cross sectional view which shows the main part configuration of the 4 th working example 
of the polishing device in this invention. 

[Figure 1 0] It is a figure which shows a transformation example of the top ring. 

[Figure 1 1] It is a figure which shows a further transformation example of the top ring. 

[Figure 12] It is a cross sectional view which shows the main part configuration of the 5th working 

example of the polishing device in this invention. 

[Figure 13] It is an explanatory drawing, which shows an example of a case in which the quantity of 
polishing of the fringe part of the object to be polished, compared with the internal side, has been reduced 
intentionally. 

[Figure 14] It is a cross sectional view showing the outline of the structure of a conventional polishing 
device. 

[Figure 15] It is an enlarged sectional drawing of the status of the semiconductor wafer, the abrasive cloth, 
and the elastic mat in the conventional polishing device. 

[Figure 1 6] It is a graph, which shows the relation between the radial position of the semiconductor wafer 
and the polishing pressure, and the relation between the radial position and the film thickness. 

[Explanation of the attached numbers] 
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Figure 14 
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sftibfcJfflWJE;* (gf/cm 2 ) <75tHHfiSr3*U 

(7 0 

-7 4mm) -e=F*&-T?*> 9 , rjfri:iJS£TM5tt¥*# 
$^s^<DmBM (70-7 3. 5mm) KfcoT 

v^ 0 tut, Rff^statt^fewfe^ftis^** 

[0 0 0 9] ±»Ufc**#^^0»*:ttS:"BS 

jhi--5fc», Ky v^^y >^<ofio^±o-c« 

*U 3(f-f Ky ^Srhy^y ^^fc»Lt±T»pnB 
tU ^ Ky y^©K*t2iiorW***rJ¥Ei"5* 
aSrJR^bfct^fcS ^H0g5 5-15 7 

4 7 3f) o hy^y is? bit j Ky V^tOK 

(C^^SIL, /^HioT^ Ky^^*w** 

58-10193 -9-) o 
[0 0 10] 

y v^&ssKy ^ vv^«**-efc5*»#^^SrW« 
#4i^t». hy^y >7<D&i£j3\zst'<xtfs' Ky > 

9 x fffi^SF«*#**3&*o fc 9 i" 6 t v> 5 B8B^365& 
[0011] ±»Lfc^**^J:o"C3Sf>f Ky ^ 
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[0 0 12] *5IWW:±»©*tttcK*3!cSixfcfc© 

[0 0 13] 4fc*3BWtiu ¥»ff!>3^?©#y r> 
*MB J: *) »F«*Sr0 < XftajK*!?* < tfcv^ £ Sit 

[0 0 14] 

fc»*»W03Ky y^^KBH:, ±BfcW«**Ito 
ft^-yy'—^^thyyv V^iStfTU lltrfB^-V 
7—-fjvt V y7V >yt<Vffi\ztfV yi/ls?tt&%}* 
^ftS*Tgffft^*-e»JEi-5»rt^J:o"CttsKy r> 
>^»*fc*:W*U ^aJi-O^ffifti-SsKy 

«r=firtfc hs/^y >^©jBHi-WEy >^&±T»i4 

t-E«U «TieifBEy^^S:«Fa*lc»L-Cifffi-5}f 
[0 0 15] *fc*«W©sKy y>V^*ffitt. _Lffifc 

*4XS1-£DDffl&;fi-Ufc h y ^^OJBHKJWE!) > 
[0016] mi (4*«WOX*«&S:^-ri2-t?*5 B 

si- sgdssi a &#l-cv5 0 byyy cotbk 



o^ja*fBicttffEy>^3*ia«$Jxrv^5 0 cowe 

[0 0l7]li£Ol^V^ hy^yv^l3S3# 

9 (DBA, gf/cm 2 ) S:Br2EfcU ^fcJfJEyv^ 
3^*q(&6S:J¥JEi-5J¥EAF 2 (#ttE«?§ ft. 0 © 
EE^, gf/cm 2 ) UTV^o *LT, JfE 

*»!>3i^4Sr«F«*6^JfJEi-SJ¥HAF I t£JSC-C 

[0018] i^i-i^ hy^y^^i^s 

*W«:!?3:^4SrW«*6tc:JfJBE-r5ifffi*F 1 ^JfJE 
y ^^3^flf«*6SrffEi-5J¥JBE*F 2 tSr*U<-f 
tLtf. sKy y^>^»*ftT?&S¥»ft^3-^4<D^ib 

*6^tt^atfr*3i^4o^«^*)5jf 

EEy >^3 0^JBffl*TO«F«aA©»**S51«3a^o*S 

[00l9]i2fj:hy/y y^im»!>x/N4^ 
W«* 6 K#JE1-£J¥ F a £ JfJE 
6 *rWJE-rsJfEE*F 2 fcO|B«*ae*.fc»&<0*S;H 
-T?&>9. B2 (a) »F l >F z O»&Sr^U SI 2 : 

(b) i*F 1 *?F 2 £>*&S:3FU. B2 (C) ftF 1 <F 2 
12 (a) , (b) , (c) 
X 5 i¥Ey^^ 3 t^ifffi*F 2 4rlD 
*6dsjE«*n, **#9=.^4 0fla«Jc*rt-5WB 
^6^tti^LTV^< 0 rofcft. F 1 tF 2 t 
oBfl« SrMW" S r i ,k 0 £ ^ 4 COW^EE^ 

10 0 2 0] H2^feW6>3&»5fcJ: 5tw, F 1 >F 2 <7?^& 
ictt^»#!>^4OjBI»«c0WliEAA s rt«± 9 W< 

57 4 ib&t* bmm&> ^ -t?*s- 4 w**3»# b 

tu5 0 Fj<F 2 ©a^^tt**{*:^3i/N4<0«affl©W 
[0 0 2 1] H3r»«WO**llfcS:^S<3l^^»fls: 

0 gf/cm 2 T— Wj^y ^^OjfEE^I^: 6 0 0 
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-2 0 0 gf/cm 2 STSILfcfc^fc*. H3 (a) 
flJfjEy V^<Z)WEE*S:6 0 0 gf/cm 2 V H3 (b)tt 
HWH^S 0 0 gf/cm 2 , U3 (c) ttHi¥E*«:4 
0 0 gf/cm 2 , HI 3 (d) t±W\W&J3*3 0 0 gf/c 
m 2 , 13 (e) ttH«ffi#S:2 0 0 gf/cm 2 itfct© 

EH (ram) , j^fiflW^* (i-V^^hn-A) £^ 

[0 0 2 2] B3d^Mb^4J:5^ &B})>iy<oW 
&Jj$:%?LZ>Zt trior, *»#*3^<0¥&*lRlffi 

J± D >?<DfPmj3& 2 0 0-3 0 0 g f/cm 2 G>4fr& (1] 
3 (d), 13 (e) ) fctt, ¥»#*3^©JB»»-C 
ltf£ft,#£ CT*5 9 , mftfrfitf 4 0 0-5 0 0 g f/cm 
2 <DW& (H3 (b) , B3 (c) ) fcl*****^ 
<BJBftS©»*:fta s ^* < , S 6 izmWtttf 6 0 0 g 
f/cm 2 Oi^ (0 3 (a) ) fctt¥***^G>JS*« 

[0 0 2 3] £JUb£>J;5fcU j£*tt*a»fe#EEy ^© 
» JE# tby^yy Jf i f4»S£J-« 3E1" 5 - ^ 

[0 0 2 4] £fc¥»#*^*©#y yi/V^*MMfe 

»Htt^8F**«:# < Xtt»t^* < Ltz^t^ b HI* 
#fc5fcft. r^K«lc»L"CtjfJ3Ey v^OffJE**: 
b s> ^ y ^?<DftKM^^XMLmtm\zMftr? 5 r 

[0 0 2 5] Sb^**Wrj:*La. hy^P^^sK 

jEy >?&h?y7y >^^#ut±t»+5IRi^ #y 
#y y w^ftttows^i-JfEy v^±t» 

[0 0 2 6] 

*S<0-|ll6«*ia4XU ! H54r#BaL-CttW-rSo H 



[0 0 2 7] UWBb^y V^l tt#-^7 4r^L-Ch 

^y >tf*s^y v 8 csjgjtit^ <9 , r © h y ^ y 
s/^y >-^ffl^7^y oizm&ztixidv, ^<o 

i/^7h8tt±TlU hy^y^ioT8ffii:«» 
[0 0 2 8] bsx^y 7 f8l^- (IE 

^LT, S V^^-y 1 211, $4 ^ 

y i 5t^»asix-cv^. ufci&so-c. h^i)^ 

^e-^ l 4$r@^ii)i-^r ifcioT*^ 

yis, ? $ y ^ n 3 ^ ttf ^>f 5 9 

-fffcEMEu by^yv^iasEBEi-*, h^^yv 

hyZfV l/?^v Y*s*7 Y 1 eiCioT^ftSaxT^ 
5. 

[0 0 2 9] ffffiy ^^3tt^r-l 8SrifrLr f 

5 ;7 P !J^ll:Ig^tlTib^, Wffiy>^3«h^ 

y 1 fc#LT±T»£ 5 i t tfc F^yy 
^i i:--w^c^sIC»^l6^c*o-cv^5 < , ^lt, WJEy>- 

^3tt^79^1 9 4r«»L^7J V^J¥^2 0*5 
it^iz-r^ h 2 1 ^LTffEy y^7^>!Jyy2 
2^attS*LT^5 c ftffiy >-^^T^y >^2 2(1 

aiT">y 2ttRJH±l?:tt»« (*jl*t«-ett3 

ffl) EKS^Tl^. 

[0030] hy^y ^^ffl=tr^y oxu^wbe 

1, R2Sr^LTE»ga««2 4Jr»8ES*tT^5c ^ 

^y 1 as¥*fls:$?3L,N 4 6 IdWEI-^ffff 

^S:W*i-SwfcdS-e#, ^^^u-^R2(wi:oT}f 
EEy^^ffl^TVy^2 2^**&i-5ffiftES:Wtti- 
5 r i J: 0 JfE y v ^ 3 ifiwmm 6 «:» JE"t Sff 
*«St5wtm5. U^^U- >?R1S'U ; R2I1 

[0 0 3 1 ] ^fc, ^5<D±*(CW:i£«« 
^/ X^V2 5^iS;g$tVT*5 9, ?S«tt«>'X^2 51C 
Vt-^ 5 l^fff^ 6 ±l^flfBiHKQ* 
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loo 3 2) me\*hy7 ] )y?i fcflffiy >^som 

*3 5, ro^TSU s i fy^D^l^TIiaoT 
[0 0 3 3] ±E*figCD3Ky y^y^3£«l21*3V^, h 

yy >tfm*T*/ yisyio tfats^r hy^u^ 

^-yr-^v 5 ©±ffi<7>3«* 6 <)x/n4$: 
r i \z J: 5 , 6 £9FK£«Q $ *5 

*»*!>a:/N4 0flFB**U5ffi (TB) t«FS*6 
OB^WIKSftQ^flPfiELfc^tfsKy s^V^dMrb 

ft/So 

[0034] hy^j^«xr>s^ioi:i5h 
ojf ie# tn jc c rffl je yy^xr^yy 

^22^<t^JfEy>-^3 <DflF#fc 6 -*<D J¥ JE^ £ MS 

^->T— ^5 ±<D$Fg;fc 6 |C#EE1" S*¥flE* F ^ 
S3ET?S, U^=LU-^R2ICJ:oT}fEy^^3*W 
«*6«rJfJEi"Sif£E*F 2 *r«3ET* S (Bl# 
JS) c LfctfoT. SFffflc, 3fEy^3i6sgfB*6 

^4SrW**6^ifEE-r5}¥EAF 1 KJSX-t^XI-S 

rcoffEE^Fi (c*hf5Jfffi*F 2 £® 

SfelC«^»#iJrai^4 0*«»rfc5}fJEy 
So ^*«:^3i/N4©JB*»^*5ttSW«* 

[0035] *tz*mw$^4ommnx~ftuw£*) 

II, JfBEP V^JfEEAFaSrhy^yv^ifJEAF! 
[0 0 3 6] ^Uttftfcfc^TH:, Yy7V>i?l\t¥ 

j±y y^3 a* h y^y ^i t#u-c±T»-f*5IS«c, 

<fc 9 £T <D&WZmV S : £ S c 

[0 0 3 7 ] H7tt**WOsKy y^y^glcof 21 

y 1 ©^jBtt^&s «pje y >^ 3 \m a y v^ap*. 2 e 

-72 7ir£ 9Jfffi$-ft3J:5fc«o-C^-5o p-72 
7 13^:7 h 2 8^Uh^!)V^^ 
£*lfc#iEy ^^fflaiT^y >^2 2\Z.m&£tiX^ 



So JfEy V^3^fvyyy >-^i|^L-C±TS]i« 

b 5 mmm t mmx & s 0 

[0 0 3 8]*HM»Vt(i Yy7y>?l<OlB 
2 7M*Fff y V^jf *2 6 i«*L"CS# 

oT»BEy^ifA2 6«:^UrT*^ffff*^5. * 
Ogl:, Jf JE y ^ 3 6 Sr3ff3e©Wffi*"eWE 

•TSo *Offi©*j«ttSl4d3±T^H5lc*i-|tlfi«i:ia 

Kttfciv fy^y h 8 fc-nefclsH&f- 5: 

[0 0 3 9] H8tt#*W<BJKy ^ W^K«OJB3 jt 

^l©^H«(c*>5»£Ey ^3tt, hy^S^ll: 
@^^tLtcJfEy y^x7i/y >-^3 liriije SixT 

v^o ifE y y^xTvy 3 i it f y/y 

l/^^R2^ LTBI§£ft« 2 4 ^SSKSixT 

[0040] s^b^^y y^xrvy y^i o?^n 

8B2 4^r»8t$i^TV^5 0 4fcW^d.U-^Rl, R2 
W:*IHB3 3fcffitt$ivtv^. 
[0 0 4 1 ] ^Mil^^Tt, ¥m»V^41th 

y^v ^ifm^T^y o\z£% hs^yy y^io 
jfjEy v^3ftjfjEy ^^ffi^T->y v^3 i \zx^x 

■TSfc, ifffiy V^3ttS*«rgtt"C, by^J^l 

«jr*3v^TWt, hs^^y v^i©jfjE*t#sy^^3 

offffi*OK3E*«r«J»3 3JCA*U 1KJFS3 3 ic 
£oT h y^y ^fls7*>!J^l 0*3J:l«fEEy > 

^^y y^xr^y yyi o&^tWEy >rm^T 
vy >-^3 l^^H-^tt^i-So ^iactb^y 
y >- ^ i je^i t »e y >- ^ 3 co wje^i t ur 

^jx^Kwsrg w a r t * < »a:«ca]E pt*ic*o r 

i/^o *OffiO*j*ttH4feJ:l5H5^^Sltt«fcra 
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[0 0 4 2] H9tt*36M©5K5 7^^g^l4S 

lxw&v >^xr*>!J 5 fca»s*L-cv^ e 
fljEy y^xr^y ^3 steh^r/y >^-y K9 

[0 0 4 3] h^/yy^xTv'y^lOMjfff 
1, R2«r^LTEESBaftJR2 4 fcS8K£ixT^5„ * 

lt. *r 1 trior h s^y y^lxji/ 

Epy^fflair^p >^3 5^*»-rsS»ES:W«-t* 
SwirlcJ: 9}fJEy >^3 3&s«F»* 6 SrJf JE+ 5Jf JE^j 

[o o 4 4] *Htt«fc:i3^TBu by^yy^iitt 

v\ Sot, wg^fchy^y^itths^y 

#OttiH(^UT^EHiet^^$tt-CV>5 0 % (Ditto* 

3iisfli:jt«u"c/>4<4a. ft&y^ysz 
y ^3 sjc.toritsifWiS^Swtj&s-ct 

(4. B4^SB8Jc^'f«i^M*3ja6«i:R*T*) 

So 

[0045] hi onhy^y ^^(o^Mm^^mx 

fcS 0 Fy^!)y/5 1lt h^J^**5 2^ 

r*Bi pret!: @£ s titz y v ^ r ««» 5 4 1 ^ e, 4 9 , 
*52 cots ^«*aat 5 a \z x o t^/& * v ^ 

hy^yy^ft5 2(DTIiacT^ 
M#fx/N 4 (D^^^LtV^o ftZV>?$ 
S c 

[0 0 4 6] hy^J^** 5 2 ttrtasi^ir 

W*5 2a«r*rU r ©f-* 5 2 a rtlnjt^ JPIE 

-f\) y^*fr5 2f4^^5 2 a fcaaLTTffilcB 



[0 0 4 7] *|ift«tcJ:ixtf, yy»»5 4i:ff 

So y^^*ww5 4r4, rtjsffia*¥*tt*^4K:* 

[0 0 4 8] it^dfEy ^3(4. aMM**^4fc* 

*p e t < , wje y ^^<owe»* 

£ ^ 4 ±©***7 f ^<^ * fc: 
t©3& s S*U\ #Ey^3tt±»L;fcJ:5fc¥*# 
9^^4"tE*»ftH-5wi:dSiv^a?)^ % roffi3&*fe 

to o 4 9] mi in, hy^y>^©»j:aE»«s:^ 

■M2T*>9. HI 1 (a) i4ffiB, Bll (b) liH 
1 1 (a) OX I (b) *»BTJb5. ^H^J^feV^ 
Tt4. h 3>7"y 1 tt*JS«fc±JSfcEoTM[Mi$ 

tLfcJfJEy 3l4rtJ«ffl5tc:lSiM|5 6 3 a St^LT^ 

>-^6 3<DBDdb£iS6 3 a fc ttSV^Cfll-fr LT*5 9. 
^yv^61 irJfEy ^6 3 £t4— #fcige"C#5J: 

3WoTi^c hy^y ^^6 1 <D*J8»T«I4T*' 
fcST"*"SST*&6 1 s^rf LT*5^ ro^T^5 6 1 

s i hy^y l OTBl^J:oT^ai*!>^N4S: 

^6 3!4>y^y 1 ir» LT±TttPrtBJJlftoT 

^So *H*«l!iJ:ixtf, hy^!l^6l(DlT»6 
1 s <Dm$i)W< ths ftmV>?6 3<&BfliMB6 3 a 
^hy^5^6 l(DST^56 1 s O^i-A^o^tfw 

^^t5 6 SrifBEi-^r i*S"C# So 
[0 0 5 0] 111 2tt#3SW0»Ky y^V^*«<75*5 

^7 1t4. hy^yy^72^ h3/^y^^*flc 
7 2«0Ta^H«tc#^h 7 3^J:oT#JfiRrtB«c:HS 
SnfcL*«©KffiSr*i-5 y y^#SW7 4t^64 
9^' *»ft93i^4SrJR*i-SI!fla7 1 althy^V > 

yiffci 2<oTwt y ^j:ot«*sjx 
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[0 0 5 1 ] »JEy>-^7 5li, *Tfiai-fcoT^5l 

b 4 9 wmm e t saw s % i » a y > 1 5 
ttfBfc^s»2»ffiy v^am 5bt, fg2j?Ey 

V^8H*7 5 b©Ji*fc&S*3ffJEy ^ffl#7 5 c 

7 5bttf-^7 5 dfc^LT— {frlwBteStvT^S. 
*2, »3!)^«#7 5b, 7 5 c (MOV h 7 6 fcj; 

(El-Si 5^*o"CV^5 0 
[0 0 5 2] 4fc h y^!)^**7 2(CttDfl«ffi8 0 

Lfc«B*-8 1 Sr«»Ufcffi»«7 7 Vi^8 2 35SH£S*i 
T^S. ^Lt, mfl5M[y]^®8 0 a, 8 1aBl:», 

{f^l 2 t»#77^8 0 i^WICtl** ^85 

mm&7 2 a ^tUl^o SH4^yh2tH«Jr«TE 
SiI?L7 2 a lC«-«Ufcffi«^BBP 2 a ^LTV^o 

[0 0 5 3] ^H^JiCl *5^TI1, }f E y 7 5 

iCfp]^oT#UfTV^o ilot, #]±y >^7 SCDfl^ 
<t5rt6<, fflE y ^ 7 5 O^S^ 6 \Z$b 

5 tia 7 ^-rn^j t hssk^t y y £ o x± 

TWQ£tlZ>* — 7 2 7l££oTW**6fc»L-Cj*FJES 

^2>c *mmm<Dftm%>m*m 1 7smh i 1 Lfcn 

[0 0 5 4] Hi 3tt#y y^^^*fft»OJS»fflfert 
vyay^6ft5KH3 6i, 3 6 ±ogtf b£| 3 7 

HMfc«3 7_hO&JIBl3 8 &JHBI3 B±(Omt 
R3 9i*>b*j*$*i"CVV5. Hi 3 (a) l»l§faucD 
*ti**U Hi 3 (b) tt«f*a^#tlBSr^i-o W* 

mat, x<DRMm-v4tMkm3 s&maL 

X^Z. W»*lc3IHR»}M"5t. 013 Cc) \z*t 
J:51iAJ*flt3 8asjKKlcJ:-DTfll$jT,5o &MK3 8 
4rJK«fc«$tt35:v^J:5lwi-Sfc^^tt, Hi 3 (d) 



»»OiMkK3 9Sr»<a-J-iif*s»*U\ 5 
[0 0 5 5]^ W^ilfllt^yr>vWftft 

*fc h ^yy >^i*3±i«fjEy >y3<oftm¥&k l 

i V \ $ b KflPJEE y > ^<Z>#]£^» i UT*«W*a £ 
[0 0 5 6] 

[*«<03a*] ELbRELfcJ: 5K:#*W<0#y 

l:loT^-i:t, #y y v>^Jttftfto»»«fBO?3F 
#y yV^^»**©±a5SrW**o»BBlcW»i- 

[0 0 5 7] *fc*»WfcJ:ixtf. *MI#^^cd# 

T?# 3 J: 5 y s> i/^^»**©ja*«8<0WBM:S:K 
[0 0 5 8] £&lw#*WlCj;*Ul, h^yyv^i^TK 

jEy Yy?v >y\z#L.x±Tmi-5m^ ^y 
ft, #y 5/ w^*Mfe*o»F**icjfffiy >?(d±tw> 

[Hi] *»Wo**ftS:«:RI|-rs»WH"efcSo 
[H2] hy^y^OJ¥JE*i:}fffiy ^©JfffiAO 

IB 3] **W©S*«L*^X<5V^T*»#i>3:/NSrW 

IB5] *«w^«-s#y v^?mw<D&\m&mv> 

[B6] *»W«c«S^y y^^KROjglJtllSWc 

s„ 

[H7] *3BWJ-«-6^y y>^^36«0»2 3t*«^ 
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[Amendment Procedure] 

[Submission Date] 1 3 th October 1 999 

[Amendment Procedure 1] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 1 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 1] 

A polishing device, having a turntable with an abrasion cloth applied on its upper surface and a top ring, 
and the object to be polished is polished by applying a fixed power of pressure by placing it between the 
abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and this polishing device, which gives a smooth and mirror 
finished surface, having a concave part which accommodates the object to be polished, is characterized by 
a pressure ring arranged in a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the 
outer part of the polishing object by the internal periphery of this concave part and a tool to apply pressure 
to the abrasive cloth installed on the pressure ring 3, and adjustable thrust of the pressure tool 

[Amendment Procedure 2] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 12 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 12] 

A polishing method in which a turntable which has an abrasion cloth applied to its upper surface and atop 
ring, and the object to be polished is polished by means of applying a fixed pressure by placing it between 
the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and the polishing method which gives a smooth and mirror 
finished surface is characterized by a pressure ring arranged in a free vertical motion on the circumference 
of the top ring which maintains the outer part of the polishing object by the internal periphery of this 
concave part and the circumference of the abrasive cloth which comes in contact the polishing object 
polishes while pressuring with a fixed thrust which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Amendment Procedure 3] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 17 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 17] 

A manufacturing method for semiconductors characterized by the fact that the semiconductor wafer is 
placed between the turntable and the top ring at the time of polishing the semiconductor wafer by applying 
a fixed thrust, and it has a concave part which accommodates the semiconductor wafer and a pressure ring 
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arranged allowing a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the outer part 
of the polishing object bv the internal periphery of this concave part and the circumference of the abrasive 
cloth which comes in contact with the semiconductor wafer polishes while pressuring with a fixed thrust 
which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Amendment Procedure 4] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] 0.0 14 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[0014] 

[Means to the solve problem] 

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, the polishing device of this invention has a turntable which has 
an abrasive cloth applied on its upper surface and a top ring. The object to be polished is polished by 
placing it between the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and by applying a fixed pressure. The 
polishing device which gives a smooth and mirror finished surface is characterized by having a concave 
part which accommodates the above-mentioned object to be polished, and a pressure ring arrangment 
allowing a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the outer p art of the 
polishing object by the internal periphery of this concave part. Also, a pressurizing tool corresponding to 
the abrasion cloth is installed on the pressure ring. This pressurizing tool has adjustable thrust. 

[Amendment Procedure 5] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] 00 1 5 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 

[0015] " . 

Moreover, the polishing method of this invention is characterized as having a turntable which has an 
abrasive cloth applied on its upper surface and a top ring. The object to be polished is polished by placing it 
between the above-mentioned turntable and the top ring and applying a fixed thrust and this polishing 
method, which gives a smooth and mirror finished surface, hasja concave part which accommodates the 
polishing object and a pressure ring arrangement allowing free vertical motion on the circumference of the 
top ring which maintains the outer part of the polishing object bv the internal periphery of t his concave part 
the circumference of the abrasive cloth, which comes in contact with the object to be polished., It polishes 
while pressuring with a fixed thrust which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 
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(54) POLISHING DEVICE AND POLISHING METHOD 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a polishing device and a 
polishing method capable of preventing the occurrence of the 
excess and deficiency of a polishing amount around the periphery 
of a polishing object, and. performing a polishing process at a 
higher degree of flatness by causing a presser ring to apply an 
optimum pressing force to an abrasive cloth, depending on the 
polishing object or a polishing condition. 
SOLUTION: A polishing device is equipped with a turntable 5 
having an abrasive cloth 6 pasted to the upper surface, and a top 
ring 1 , and holds a semiconductor wafer 4 between the turntable 5 
and the top ring 1 in such a state as pressed at the prescribed force. 
The semiconductor wafer 4 is thereby polished, flattened and 
finished to mirror surface. Regarding the polishing device so 
formed, a presser ring 3 is provided around the top ring 1 having a 
recess for housing the semiconductor wafer 4 in such a state as 
freely movable in a vertical direction, and a presser means is 
provided for pressing the presser ring 3 to the abrasive cloth 6. 
Also, the pressing force of the pressing means is made variable. 
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[Amendment Procedure] 

[Submission Date] 1 3 th October 1 999 

[Amendment Procedure 1] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 1 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 1] 

A polishing device, having a turntable with an abrasion cloth applied on its upper surface and a top ring, 
and the object to be polished is polished by applying a fixed power of pressure by placing it between the 
abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and this polishing device, which gives a smooth and mirror 
finished surface, having a concave part which accommodates the object to be polished, is characterized by 
a pressure ring arranged in a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the 
outer part of the polishing object by the internal periphery of this concave part, and a tool to apply pressure 
to the abrasive cloth installed on the pressure ring 3, and adjustable thrust of the pressure tool 

[Amendment Procedure 2] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 12 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 12] 

A polishing method in which a turntable which has an abrasion cloth applied to its upper surface and a top 
ring, and the object to be polished is polished by means of applying a fixed pressure by placing it between 
the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and the polishing method which gives a smooth and mirror 
finished surface is characterized by a pressure ring arranged in a free vertical motion on the circumference 
of the top ring which maintains the outer part of the polishing object by the internal periphery of this 
concave part and the circumference of the abrasive cloth which comes in contact the polishing object 
polishes while pressuring with a fixed thrust which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Amendment Procedure 3] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
■ [Amendment Object Item Name] Claim 1 7 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[Claim 37] 

A manufacturing method for semiconductors characterized by the fact that the semiconductor wafer is 
placed between the turntable and the top ring at the time of polishing the semiconductor wafer by applying 
a fixed thrust, and it has a concave part which accommodates the semiconductor wafer and a pressure ring 
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arranged allowing a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the outer part 
of thepolishing object by the internal periphery of this concave part and th e circumference of the abrasive 
cloth which comes in contact with the semiconductor wafer polishes while pressuring with a fixed thrust 
which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 

[Amendment Procedure 4] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] 0014 
[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[0014] 

[Means to the solve problem] 

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, the polishing device of this invention has a turntable which has 
an abrasive cloth applied on its upper surface and atop ring. The object to be polished is polished by 
placing it between the abovementioned turntable and the top ring, and by applying a fixed pressure. The 
polishing device which gives a smooth and mirror finished surface is characterized by having a concave 
part which accommodates the above-mentioned object to be polished, and a pressure ring arrangment 
allowing a free vertical motion on the circumference of the top ring which maintains the outer part of the 
polishing object by the internal periphery of this concave part. Also, a pressurizing tool corresponding to 
the abrasion cloth is installed on the pressure ring. This pressurizing tool has adjustable thrust. 

[Amendment Procedure 5] 

[Amendment object Document Name] Detailed Statement 
[Amendment Object Item Name] 00 1 5 

[Amendment Method] Change 
[Amendment Contents] 
[0015] 

Moreover, the polishing method of this invention is characterized as having a turntable which has an 
abrasive cloth applied on its upper surface and a top ring. The object to be polished is polished by placing it 
between the above-mentioned turntable and the top ring and applying a fixed thrust and this polishing 
method, which gives a smooth and mirror finish ed surf ace , has a concave part whic h accomm odates the 
polishing object and a pressure ring arrangement allowing free vertical motion on the circumference of the 
top ring which maintains the outer part of the polishing object bv the internal periphery of this concave part 
the circumference of the abrasive cloth, which comes in contact with the object to be polished., It polishes 
while pressuring with a fixed thrust which depends on the thrust of the top ring. 
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(54) POLISHING DEVICE AND POLISHING METHOD 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a polishing device and a 
polishing method capable of preventing the occurrence of the 
excess and deficiency of a polishing amount around the periphery 
of a polishing object, and performing a polishing process at a 
higher degree of flatness by causing a presser ring to apply an 
optimum pressing force to an abrasive cloth, depending on the 
polishing object or a polishing condition. 
SOLUTION: A polishing device is equipped with a turntable 5 
having an abrasive cloth 6 pasted to the upper surface, and a top 
ring 1 , and holds a semiconductor wafer 4 between the turntable 5 
and the top ring 1 in such a state as pressed at the prescribed force. 
The semiconductor wafer 4 is thereby polished, flattened and 
finished to mirror surface. Regarding the polishing device so 
formed, a presser ring 3 is provided around the top ring 1 having a 
recess for housing the semiconductor wafer 4 in such a state as 
freely movable in a vertical direction, and a presser means is 
provided for pressing the presser ring 3 to the abrasive cloth 6. 
Also, the pressing force of the pressing means is made variable. 
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